SSA #34

Advisory Commission Meeting

Aon – 5050 N. Broadway

Personnel Conference Room
September  17, 2007
Minutes

Advisory Commissioners in attendance:
Eric Cheng, Terri Tuohy, Michelle Feuer, Margaret Haywood, Marty Kelly, Jennifer Martin, David Rettker, Raymond Rettker, Kurt Solarte
Also in Attendance:  Joyce Dugan, President/CEO Uptown United
Absent:
Tom Cameron, Robert Davis, Peter Holsten, Chip Long, Steve Milford, 

Warren Preis

Public in Attendance:  Jamie Simone (SSA #33 Manager), Mary Anne Phelen, Bill Van Howe (Business Partners Executive Director)

There was no public input.
There were not enough members present for a quorum.  Lynn will send the items that require a vote out by email.  Those items for vote are 

-Approval of May 2007 minutes 

-Revote Sole Service Provider, Budget and Work Plan – These items require a revote to avoid conflict of interest, because one advisory committee member, Terry Tuohy is also on the board of Uptown United. 
The following were for information and did not require a vote. 

1. Advisory Commissioner Recruitment – The application for SSA membership is on the Uptown United website.  Anyone interested in serving should fill out an application and file it with the appropriate Aldermanic office.  Marty pointed out that although entertainment is a major part of Uptown, there is no one on the commission in that business.  Lynn has already begun recruitment with that in mind.  The application will stay on the website permanently and recruitment will go on year round, in order to be able to fill vacancies quickly.  Joyce Dugan indicated that the process for approval could take up to six months, because the city is backed up.  The by-laws allow the committee to continue to meet and then approve items that require a vote once enough commissioners have been approved.  Kurt asked if there were any members who should be removed due to excessive absences and Lynn replied that there were not.  
2. Safety Plan Progress – The Project for Public Space plan will look at the entire SSA, but will focus on the Wilson El Stop.  The crime mapping that Lynn has completed shows a major locus of crime in the neighborhood.  Joyce added that the plan will address beautification and safety.  
3. Introduction of Bill Van Howe – Bill is the new Executive Director of Business Partners, the Chamber for Uptown. He handed out the Business Partners newsletter and directory.  He also gave an update on the banner program and encouraged businesses to buy them if they have not already. 
4. Powerwashing Status – Powerwashing is complete.  Lynn extended our contract with them for another year.  The washing is holding up better in some areas than others, which is due to the quality of the concrete and volume of pedestrian traffic. 
5. Holiday Decorations – The committee was satisfied with the decorations last year.  Per Marty’s suggestion, Lynn will talk to the contractor, Folgers and determine the cost for doing the same job as the previous year. If the costs will be more than 110% of last year, Lynn will put the job out for bid again.  Folgers has said they cannot guarantee to hold the price from last year because of the increase in gas prices.  Michelle asked if there could be a little more color on the decorations, so that they would be more eye-catching.  The banner program does not impact the ability to put up decorations. 
Lynn has made a request through the Chicago Department of Transportation for one year to get them to paint the Wilson El Stop , but they have made no moves in that direction.  They are supposed to be installing lighting.  Kurt asked when CDOT would be making a presentation to the community about their plan for the El Stop.  Joyce explained that they are required to do that only once they have exceeded 30% of their planning process, which is where they are now.  

6. Marketing Piece – Lynn wants a good before-and-after visual record of the SSA’s projects.  Marty indicated that we could do one more marketing to that effect before the end of the year. Michelle stated that CleanSlate alone has made a big difference.  

Terry mentioned the art work on the Bryn Mawr underpass and suggested that it would be great if we could do something like in the SSA.  Joyce said that the Project for Public Space will probably recommend some kind of public art project and that having the backing of a study such as theirs helps with fundraising. 
7. Meeting Time and Day Change – There has been some concern that the meeting time does not allow for public input.  It was agreed that the first meeting of next year will be held in the evening at Aon.  
Lynn also mentioned that she has been talking with the Aldermen and others about doing a neighborhood festival next summer.  Aon has already agreed to provide the security.  
